Biblical Reasons to Remain Single

Part 2
1 Corinthians 7:32-40
A. The Distress of the Times.   Verses 25-27 
Bottom line: Being married during persecution makes it more difficult to keep our focus on Jesus Christ.
B. Marriage is Difficult.  Verse 28 
Bottom line: The difficulties of marriage can detract from our devotion to Jesus Christ. 
C. Life is Short.  Verses 29-31 
Bottom line: We only have so much time to honor Jesus Christ and store up treasures; we need to be certain that we have our priorities right.  

D. The __________________ of Marriage.  Verses 32-35  

1. The __________  of Marriage. Verse 33-34a & 34c  but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. . . . but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 

Ephesians 5:22-6:4 


2. The __________ of _____________. Verses 32 & 34c But I want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; . . . The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit;

3.  Marriage is not ______________. Verse 35 This I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.  

Bottom line:__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. The ___________ of __________.  Verses 36-38 But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, if she is past her youth, and if it must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let her marry. 37 But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well. 38 So then both he who gives his own virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in marriage will do better.  
Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.  

Bottom line:__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. Marriage is a ______-________ ______________.  Verses 39-40 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But in my opinion she is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of God.  

Bottom line:__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

