Right Living in the Gray Areas of Life

The Principle of Love for the Sake of Conscience Prevents Sin 

1 Corinthians 8:8-13

But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11 For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12 And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.

A. The _____________ of Fact. Verse 8 But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat.  

Mark 7:15 “there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man. 

Mark 7:20-23 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man. 21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 “All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” 


1. Are We ________ in Our ___________ with _____ by ____________? we are neither the worse if we do not eat  

2. Are We ________ in Our ___________ with _____ if we do ____________? nor the better if we do eat.  

B. The ____________ _________.  Verse 9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
C. The ____________ ________ ____________.  Verses 10-11 For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11 For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.
Luke 17:1-2 He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come, but woe to him through whom they come! 2 “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that he would cause one of these little ones to stumble. 

D. The ________ Sin.  Verse 12 And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  

E. The _____________ of Love ___________.  Verse 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.  

Romans 14-15:6 

