The Gospel and ONLY the Gospel

Galatians 1:1-9

(Galatians 1:1-9 ESV)  Paul, an apostle--not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead--and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel--not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.
Three Critical features of the Gospel:

I.  The 1st critical feature is that the ________  ________________ ______ ___________.

Verses 1 Paul, an apostle--not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead-- (my underline)

2 Corinthians 1:1a  “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother . . .”

Acts 1:21-22 “’So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us--one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.’"

2 Peter 1:21 “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”
1 Corinthians 15:5-9 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

II.  2nd the Gospel is _______ about the ______ ____ __________.

A.  The work of Christ is of _________ and brings us ________ from God. Verse 3  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
Ephesians 1:7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,

Colossians 1:21-22  And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,.
B. The work of Christ _______ ______ from ______ _________
according to the ________ of God the Father.  Verse 4  who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,


1.  He gave Himself for our sins
1 Corinthians 15:3-4  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
Romans 3:20  For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.


2.  The purpose was to deliver us.


3.  God was the One who willed it to happen!

“Salvation is thus removed from the will of man and is buried deep in the sovereign decree of 

God.” – John MacArthur

“Salvation begins in the eternal counsels of God.  It is matter of His will and not of the will of man.”  James M. Boice
Romans 9:16  So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.

      C.
The work of Christ __________ _______. Verse 5  to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
III.  3rd  _______ ______ has the right to _______ the Gospel in any way.  

      A.
 Paul was _____________ because the Galatians 

_______ to a ________ Gospel.  Verse 6-7 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel--not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 


1.  The Galatians were deserting Christ for a different “gospel”

Acts 20:28-30  Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.

2 Peter 1:12-15   Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have.  (13)  I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder,  (14)  since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.  (15)  And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.


2.  There IS no other Gospel.
      B.
 Paul expresses the __________ of the _________ of the Gospel message.   Verses 8-9 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

1.  The extreme example of Paul or an angel saying something different.

2 Corinthians 11:12-15  And what I do I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do.  For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.


2.  A repetition of a warning the Galatians already had.

